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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON DC 20330-_1<>09. 

o,-ra 0,-THC 5£CIICTARY 

The Honorable Patty Murray 
United states senator • . 
2988 Jackson Federal Building 
915 2nd Avenue 

See ~ ,J:£ 
SEP .. % 1IS3 _ )"(:/5[,f)!;Jd • 

AUG 2 5 1993 

Seattle, Washington 98174 

Dear Ms. Murray: . 

• This is in reply _to your inquiry to the secretary ot Defense 
in behnlf ot Mr. Mi•che.ol c. Atkins rec;&trding events_ occu~ring neo.r 
Roswell., New Mexico, ·- in July, 1947. 

The Air Poree- possesses no records regarding this incident. 
We are not aware that any other· governmental department or agency, 
other than the National Archives,· possesses any records pertaining 
to UFOs. • 

As 'informati~n, the Air Force began investigating UFOs in· 
1948 under a program called Project Sic;JJl. • Later, the program's 
nae was changed to Project Grudge And, in 1953, · -it became known 
as -Project Blue Book. On December 17, ·1969 1 the Secret~- of the 
-Xir Force announced tho termination of Project Blue Book. - The 
decision to discontinue tJFO investigations was based-. on a · number 
of factors, . including reports ~d • s.tudies • by the Uni vernty of • . 
Colorado and the Nz,.tional Academy ot Sciences·, as well as past OFO • 

• studies and the Air Force's two decades o! experience ·inv~stigat-
. ing UFO reports. • · I • • 

' As a result of these investigations, studies, and experience, 
the conclusions -of Project Blue Book were: 1) no -UFO reported, ­
investigated and evaluated by the Air Force has ev~1 given any 
'iradient;ion of . ttu:e;;..t to c.:r :.i.t:ic:io.l 3ccurit::,•, :?) t."1.er~ has been 
no evidence submitted to~ or diacoverod -by, th~ Air Force_that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present-day scien­
tific knowledge and; 3)there has been no evidence indicating that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extraterrestrial ve­
hicles. 

Similar information is being sent to several Members of 
Congress in .response to their inquiries~ 

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust this 
information is helpful~ 

.;rr~· ~ 
~ W. ~DE~T, Lt Col, USAF 

Congressional Inquiry Division 
Office of Legislative Liaison 
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GOVERNMENT POLICY ON UFO INFOR_MATION: 
ITS ORIGINS AND STATUS 

Essays analyzing Government reactions to UFO sightings. the 
origins of military and intelligence agency secrecy. public policy 

considerations. and barriers to release of hidden information. 

Issue Paper No. I 
. . 

Richard Hall. Editor 

Copyright O 1994 
Fund for UFO Research 

P.O. Box 277 
Mt. Rainier, MD 20712 
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Human Potential Foundation 

John H. Gibbons, Ph.D. 
Assistant to the President 
for Science and Technology 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 424 
17th and Pennsylvania Avenues, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jack: 

SIG of 

~ - ·-

DATE DUE - --·-- - -

I much appreciate the Air Force getting pulled back into the arena, 
and all the efforts that forced them to do so. Their statement on Roswell is 
helpful. The Air Force tried to put the best face they could on their 
admission that the weather balloon explanation of the debris field was a 4 7 
year old lie. Some of the researchers who had known about Project Mogul 
well b~fore the Air Force's July 1994, Report of Air Force Research 
Regarding the RosweU Incident, wondered if it could possibly explain the 
debris field. The Air Force report makes a reasonable case that it was a 
crash of one of their early Mogul test flights. That may have actually 
happened. But there are important other issues that the AF Report skirts 
with deliberateness.-· That suggests that for some reason the cover up 
continues. The question can now be restated: in addition to a possible 
landing of a Project Mogul balloon train in July 194 7, what else happened 
around Roswell at that time that the government does not want the public to 
know, and what is the reason for the continuing cover up? 

Attached to this letter is an assessment I made of the AF Report, 
Assessment and Recommendation for Action, and a much more detailed one 
by Stanton Fiedman, The Roswell Incident, The USAF and the New York 
Times. The AF was correct in their assessment that the report will not 
satisfy their critics - and for good reasons. In my opinion the AF is incorrect 
in their assertion that they will have no more to say about Roswell. Their 
dodging of the reported recovery of bodies by apparently failing to interview 
the few remaining alive witnesses to this part of the mystery was a serious 
mistake that will haunt them in the future. 

Jack, I hope that you got a fuller briefing from the Air Force than the 
public, self-serving statement released by them. And if you did, I hope that 
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you have taken an aggressive and positive position within the ~te House 
staff to share with the American public every thing the U.S. government 
knows about UFO phenomena. A want for basic integrity of the democratic 
process argues for this. There may even be a more powerful reality for 
getting the public involved if the evidence exists to support some sort of 
interaction with other worldly intelligence. That reality is that the U.S. 
government,· and no other government, is adequate to handle such an issue 
without the fullest possible public participation. Like it or not, when cosmic 
cultures meet, it is not a government thing. I suspect that this point will 
naturally arise without rancor during the May 1995 conference, When 
Cosmic Cultures Meet. President Clinton and Mrs. Clinton are both being 
invited to speak at that conference. 

Results of the recent -election may play a role in reversing the 
government's policy of silence and secrecy on the subject of UFO 
phenomena. I suspect that several efforts will be made by some researchers 
and research groups to get the new congressional majority to hang this issue 
on the president. I don't know if Republican members and staffers will 
show any more interest in the subject, per se, than their Democratic 
counterparts. But the temptation to try to nail the president with the issue 
may atise. The president could try to defuse any potential political 
vulnerability on the subject by going to the Congressional leadership with a 
complete briefing on what has been going on and what he inherited when he 
came into office. He need not be politically damaged by this, but the old 
policy will have to change in a hurry. 

There are three additional attachments to this letter that provide 
some recent research on Roswell, thoughts about government policy on the 
UFO issue, and a very recent book about what is going on at the grass roots. 
The first document is by Karl T. Pilock, Roswell in Perspective. Pflock is 
very close to Congressman Steve Schiff. The second document gives the 
view poinf of seven individuals on Government Policy on UFO Information: 
Its Origins and Status. I am one of the contributors to this collection. The 
final attachment is a book recently published by a friend and colleague, 
Robert G. Teets. Bob is the editor of the Human Potential Foundation Press, 
living and working in Terra Alta, West Virginia. A former journalist and now 
publisher by trade, Bob decided to see for himself what is going on at home 
on this subject. The book speaks for itself. It is Bob's conclusion that a 
similar book could be written from and about every state in the Union. Bob, 
more that ever before is a true believer that something real is going on. It is 
impacting the American public, probably in increasing numbers, and the 
perception is growing that the Clinton administration, as were previous 
administrations, is an unknown part of the problem. 



How hard can it be to change the policy of secrecy and denial? Will it be any 
harder than surviving condemnation from the American public if t!he U.S. is 
forced by another's country's announcement, or other action that preempts 
Clinton's opportunity for honest initiative? 

The Foundation is ready to assist in any way we can. My best personal 
regards . 

Sincerely, 

C.B. Scott Jones 

Attachments as stated 
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September 14, 1994 

Assessment and Recommendations for Action on the 

Report of Air Force Research Re~ardin~ the 0 Roswell Incident" 

On September 8. 1994. the U.S. Air Force issued press release No. 
235-M. entitled: "Memorandum for Correspondence." This one page 
document announced that "at the request of Congressman Steven H. Schiff 
(R-NM). the General Accounting Office in February 1994 initiated an audit to 
locate all records related to the Roswell incident and to determine if such 
records were properly handled ." 

The important consequence of the Schiff/GAO action is that for the 
first time since the 1960's when a House Committee hear researchers talk 
about UFO phenomena. the Congress is at least minimally engaged in the 
subject of UFO phenomena. There is no evidence that the leadership of the 
Congress is paying any attention at all to this current effort, but the 
involvement of the General Accounting Office (GAO). the investigative arm of 
the Congress, charged with examining all matters relating to the receipt and 
disbursement of public funds, is significant. Supporting the Congress is 
GAO's fundamental responsibility. The Office is required to perform work 
requested by committee chairpersons. As a matter of policy it assigns equal 
status to requests from ranking minority Members. The GAO also responds 
to individual Member requests, as possible. This is the case for the Schiff 
request. not only as an individual Member. but specifically because of his 
Hous_e assignment on the Committee on Government Operations, and on its 
Subcommittee on Government Information. Justice, and Agriculture. 
Additionajly, Schiffs assignment to the House Committee on Science, Space 
and Technology. appears to give him a subject matter interest in UFO 
phenomena if it is in fact space related. and most certainly from scientific 
and technological viewpoints. 

If Congress gets significantly into the game, there is some possibility 
of a final resolution. i.e .. full disclosure. from wherever the secrets are held. 
If the office of primary responsibility has been sourced out of government, 
i.e. hidden within a government contractor under a primary contract that 
has absolutely nothing to do with UFO phenomena. it may be immune to 
budgetary reduction threats from Congress . 

The President remains the critical player in this drama. Maybe each 
President is not automatically briefed on the subject. But somewhere around 
the President. someone knows where to task for the briefing. My guess is 



that it is someone within the National Security Council. Someone in the 
directorate who survives administration after administration. Dangerously 
(for democracy and accountability) it could be someone in the private sector, 
a major government contractor who agreed to run the office without direct _ 
charge to the government as long as they continued to be a very major 
government contractor in other areas. If the Presidents asks for it'with 
force, it cannot be withheld. If he merely shows casual interest, he might be 
kept in the dark. 

One message from the Air Force Report is that they still have 
confidence that this issue can be "managed." There are other messages of 
equal importance which suggest that the game is changing. The Air Force 
must deeply regret that it was forced to say anything public about Roswell. 
They know the tenacity of the small group of UFO researchers who will 
follow any lead to the grave, and in this report they have been forced to 
expose additional leads. 

The most important event is that after December 1969, when the Air 
Force closed Project Blue Book and announced that they were out of the 
game, they are now back on the field. It may tum out that they actually are 
not a major player, but they have been forced to suit up again. 

Report Format and Dimensions 
t 

At the Pentagon Library, (Room 1A518) the public Air Force report is 
available for review, bound in three separate three-ring folders of near equal 
size. The collection is accessed under TL 789.3 .R46 1994, v. l, v.2, v.3. A 
copy of the 23 page basic report without tabs may be obtained from Major 
David Thurston, USAF, SAF /PAM, by calling (703) 695-0640. The full report 
is titled: 

1. . Report on Air Force Research Regarding the "Roswell Incident" -
Basic Report w/Attachments. The Basic Report is 23 pages in length. The 
33 attachments to it total an additional 223 pages. 

2. Appendix to Tab 32 of Basic Report, Synopsis of Balloon Research, 
Volume 1. This is composed of Tabs 1 to 13, with approximately 377 total 
pages. 

3. Appendix to Tab 32 of Basic Report. Synopsis of Balloon Research, 
Volume 2. This is composed of Tabs 14 to 25, with approximately 345 total 
pages. 

The total report length is approximately 974 pages. It is marred by 
poor copying of some of the documents. Some have been reduced in size 
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and essentially are unreadable. Others have lines cut off at the bottom. 
Copies of all photographs were done on a copy machine with mar~al photo 
copy capability. Most photo detail has been lost. One major tab was 
assembled in a jumbled order. Fortunately this tab was repeated in one of 
the other two volumes, and a complete document therefore was available. 

The covering letter of the Basic Report is dated July 27. 1994, signed 
by Colonel Richard L. Weaver, USAF, Director, Security and Special Program 
Oversight. The administrative chain to this office is: 

Secretary of the Air Force (SAF / OS) 
Honorable Sheila E. Widnall 

Office of the Administrative Assistant (SAF / AA) 
William A. Davidson (as of June 15, 1994). prior to that date the 
position was held by Robert J. McCormick • 

Deputy, Security and Investigative Programs 
Col. Richard L. Weaver 

In other words, the Air Force response came from the Office of the 
Secret:hy of the Air Force, the highest political level of the Air Force. 

In the basic report, (page 9) there are a series of statements intended 
to be show stoppers: 

In addition to the above Air Staff and Secretariat Offices, 
SAF / AAZ also reviewed appropriate classified records for any tie-in to 
this matter. With regards to highly classified records, it should be 
noted that any programs that employ enhanced security measures or 
controls are known as Special Access Programs (SAPs). The authority 
for such programs comes from Executive Order 12356 and flows from 
the Department of Defense to the Services via DoD Directive 5205. 7. 
These programs are implemented in the Air Force by Policy Directive 
16-7, and Air Force Instruction 16-701. These directives contain 
detailed requirements for controlling and reporting, in a very strict 
manner, all SAPs. This includes a report from the Secretary of the Air 
Force to the Secretary of Defense (and ultimately to Congress) on all 
SAPs submitted for approval, and a certification that there are no 
"SAP-like" programs being operated. These reporting requirements 
are stipulated in public law. 

It followed then, that if the Air Force had recovered some type 
of extraterrestrial spacecraft and/ or bodies and was exploiting this for 
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scientific and technology purposes, then such a program would be 
operated as a SP. SAF / AAZ, the Central Office for all Air Force SAPs, 
has knowledge of. and security oversight over, all SAPs. SAF ~ 
categorically stated that no such Special Access Program(s) exists that 
pertain to extraterrestrtal spacecraft/ aliens. 

Likewise, the Secretary of the Air Force and the Chief of Staff, 
who head the Special Program Oversight Committee which oversees 
all sensitive programs in the Air Force, had no knowledge of the 
existence of any such program involving, or relating to the events at 
Roswell or the alleged technology that supposedly resulted therefrom. 
Besides the obvious irregularity and illegality of keeping such 
information from the most senior Air Force officials, it would also be 
illogical, since these officials are responsible for obtaining funding for 
operations, research, development, and security. Without funding, 
such a program, operation, or organization could not exist. Even to 
keep such a fact .. covered-up" in some sort of passive "caretaker 
status" would involve money. More importantly, it would involve 
people and create paperwork. 

The message above is that the people with all the top security 
clearances, and complete knowledge of all Air Force Special Access 
Programs (SAP), had responsibility to assemble the report. As a 
psychological gambit this is an "appeal to authority." In other words, the Air 
Force is announcing: this is the pronouncement, what we have said is the 
final and authoritative word. 

The Air Force is not shy about this point. Early in the report the Air 
Force states: 

. . . the following research and assistance efforts were 
conducted in support of the GAO. This report is intended to stand as 
the _final official Air Force response regarding this matter. 

And the final sentence of the report is: 

It is recommended that this document serve as the final Air 
Force report related to the Roswell matter, for the GAO, or any other 
inquiries. 

That certainly is the Air Force's desire. But I doubt seriously if they 
can successfully wash their hands of the issue. 

The .. Project Mogul balloon explanation" of the debris field is not 
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unreasonable. and might even have happened. The Air Force assembled 
close to 1,000 pages trying to prove that explanation. 

However. several important issues from Roswell remain unanswered. 
To their credit, the Air Force didn't ignore the "alien bodies" iss~. On the 
final page of the Basic Report. a 20 line paragraph takes on that problem. In 
summary it notes: 

It should be noted here that there was little mention in this 
report about the recovery of the so-called "alien bodies." This is for 
several reasons: First, the recovered wreckage was from a Project 
Mogul balloon. There were no "alien" passengers therein ...... The 
review of Air Force records did not locate even one piece of evidence 
to indicate that the Air Force has had any part in an "alien" body 
recovery operation or continuing cover-up. 

In one of the tabs to the report. an Air Force researcher mentions 
during an interview of a Roswell witness that his team had gone through 
millions of pages of documents in this research effort. This is probably a 
true statement, and the Air Force certainly hopes that the focus of attention 
now goes to the old records of Project Mogul. However, in the report, the 
Air Force provides this disclaimer: 

This search for records was purposely limited to Air Force 
records and systems since: 

(a) The Air Force had no authority to compel other agencies to 
review records: 

(b) The Air Force would have no way to monitor the 
completeness of their efforts if they did; and 

(c) the overall effort was the task and responsibility of the GAO -
- not the Air Force. 

In the Executive branch. only the President can order a complete 
executive branch-wide search similar to that being reported by the Air 
Force. Until that is done, either en mass or department by department. 
agency by agency, and office by office, the issue will remain open and 
unresolved. 

The GAO effort under way has a possibility of considerable 
completeness. But if we assume that there is a completely unknown and 
unnamed office that has the primary responsibility in this field. it is unlikely 
that the GAO will get a handle on it. This is particularly so if the action has 
been given to a civilian contractor specifically to "get it out of government." 
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and thereby make it invisible to the type of effort the Air Force has just gone 
through. A willful transfer and purging of all records that mention a few key 
words would insulate the program from all conventional search procedures. 

The President's involvement still remains critical. 

A longer, but potentially successful secondary strategy. would be to 
engage the interest of a senior Congressional chairman with general 
government investigatory committee responsibilities, or a Chairman with 
committee subject matter interest. i.e., space. The GAO investigation has 
some potential to enlist this type of interest. 

In the report there are several instances of the Air Force demolishing 
a straw man of its own creation and a mild use of ridicule, a technique used 
so very successfully .by someone in the government on this subject for many 
years. Several straw men are created and demolished in the following 
paragraph: 

The above are but two small examples that indicate that if some 
event happened that was one of the "watershed happenings" in human 
history, the US military certainly reacted in an unconcerned and 
cavalier manner. In an actual case, the military would have had to 
order thousands of soldiers and airman, not only at Roswell but 
throughout the US, to act nonchalantly, pretend to conduct and report 
business as usual, and generate absolutely no paperwork of a suspicious 
nature, while simultaneously anticipating that twenty years or more 
into the future people would have available a comprehensive Freedom 
of Information Act that would give them great leeway to review and 
explore government documents. The records indicate that none of 
this happened -(or if it did, it was controlled by a security system so 
efficient and tight that no one, US or otherwise, has been able to 
duplicate it since. If such a system had been in effect at the time, it 
would have also been used to protect our atomic secrets from the 
Soviets, which history has showed obviously was not the case). The 
records reviewed confirmed that no such sophisticated and efficient 
security system existed. 

Straw man # 1 - thousands of soldiers and airmen would have been put 
on alert. For what purpose, because of a crashed disc in a remote part of 
New Mexico? 

Straw man #2 - Anticipating the Freedom of Information Act. The 
drafters of the document either apparently do not known or want the reader 
to believe that all anyone has to do is to ask for information and the 
government gives it to you. Issues of National Security are specifically 
exempted from FIOA action. 
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Straw man # 3 - We couldn't keep atomic secrets therefore couldn't 
keep UFO secrets. The facts are that we kept far more atomic secrets that 
we lost. In the New York Times, February 28, 1960, the first head of the 
CIA, Vice Admiral R.H. Hillenkoetter, was quoted: "Behind the scenes, high -
ranking Air Force officers are soberly concerned about the UFO's .... but 
through official secrecy and ridicule. many citizens are led to beli~e the 
unknown flying objects are nonsense." 

A mixture of ridicule and the use of straw men may be seen in this 
statement: 

Likewise. there was no indication in official records from the 
period that there was heightened military operational or security 
activity which should have been generated if this was. in fact, the first 
recovery of materials and/or persons from another world. The post­
War US Military (or today's for that matter) did not have the capability 
to rapidly identify, recover.coordinate, cover-up. and quickly minimize 
public scrutiny of such an event. The claim that they did so without 
leaving even a little bit of a suspicious paper trail for 4 7 years is 
incredible . 

What if this was not the first event experienced by or known to the US 
government? Would that explain why there was no apparent heightened 
security activity? Or perhaps it was the first. and it took some time to really 
undedtand what it represented. and by that time it was realized that a 
quiet, reflective approach to the issue was appropriate. The Air Force can 
say anything they want about its paper trail, or absence thereof, but does that 
mean that nowhere in the government there is a paper trail? Cannot an 
argument be made that the absence of a paper trail is in itself an 
extraordinary situation? When the Air Force turned over to the National 
Archives the benign records of Project Blue Book, only a small group of 
frustrated UFO researchers felt that this act failed to balance the fact that an 
Air Force officer, former head of Blue Book, declared that Blue Book was a 
public relations ploy, and that none of the important sightings were allowed 
into the 12roject - they went somewhere else. 

The Air Force may or may not have little additional to say about 
Roswell, but there are a thousand other legitimate questions waiting in the 
wings. 

Colonel Weaver's cover letter to the Air Force report anticipate the 
worse from the "pro-UFO groups" in their response to the report: 

The Air Force effort did not identify any indication that the 
"Roswell Incident" was any type of extraterrestrial event or that the 
Air Force has engaged in a 4 7 year conspiracy or "cover-up" of 
information relating to it. Therefore. it is assumed that pro-UFO 
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groups will strongly object to the attached report and denounce it as 
either shortsighted or a continuation of the ~cover-up" consgiracy. 
Nevertheless, the attached report is a good faith effort and tl!e first 
time any agency of the government has positively responded officially 
to the ever-escalating claims surrounding the Roswell matter. 

The Air Force should not be defensive about this pioneering paper. 
The greatest sadness about it is that it is decades late. There was nothing 
revealed here that could not have been safely said 40 years ago, and I 
strongly suspect this to be the dominant theme for subsequent statements 
from the Air Force and other parts of the government on this subject. 

They should be congratulated for their effort. If it is the truth, honor 
can go with the congratulations. If it is a continuation of a cover-up they will 
be caught and pay heavily for their duplicity. 

Several important precedents have been established by the Air Force 
effort: 

1. The subject of UFO phenomena and government knowledge about it 
is now viably in the public domain. 

t 

2 . Interviewees were provided with authorizations from either the 
Secretary of the Air Force or the Senior Security Official of the Air Force 
that would officially allow discussion of classified information, if applicable, 
or free them from any prior restrictions in discussing the matter, if such 
existed. 

It is important that responsible additional action take place to buttress 
the opening this report presents. 

In this category are HPF projects currently under way: the "Editor's 
Guide to UFO Phenomena," the conference, "When Cosmic Cultures Meet," 
and continuing related research. 

Continued pressure should be maintained on the Executive branch to 
open up additional files and directly address other precise issues. 

The GAO research should be followed closely and a strong effort made 
to get senior people in Congress involved in the investigation. 
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Immediately after the Air Force released their report, Congressman 
Steven Schiff issued the attached news release. He was miffed because the 
Air Force did not notify his office before they made their press release about 
the Air Force report. I expect him to make another statement after he has 
had time to go over the report. 

Being forced to publish this report has given the Air Force a major 
problem to handle. The strident, defensive tone in the report suggests that 
their strategy will be to attempt to swing the pendulum as far in the 
opposite direction as it was previously being maintained in the silence, 
secrecy, position, i.e., go for maximum favorable publicity. If this is what 
they are going to try, they would have already provided all the 
documentation being made available to the public in the form of one copy in 
the Pentagon library, to a major paperback publisher. Additionally, they 
would have facilitated interviews with well known and respected retired Air 
Force generals to provide a very supportive forward and introduction to the 
book. The messages will be, "The Roswell incident and all other wild 
speculation about extraterrestrials and UFOs have very prosaic and believable 
explanations. Trust the Air Force, go back to sleep." If that is the Air Force 
strategy, the book should hit the stores soon and with a big noise - "Truth of 
UFOs revealed!" 

Attachments: 

1. Congressman Steve Schiff news release, September 8, 1994. 

2. Rep. Schiffs letter, March 11, 19~3. to Secretary of Defense Les 
Aspen. 

3. Office of the Secretary of Defense letter, April 20, 1993, to Rep. 
Schiff. 

4. GAO letter, February 17. 1994, to Rep. Schiff. 
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SClIJ:7.F RESPOtmS TO AIR P'O'R.CE lll:OR.'l! ON ~OSWELr.. 1 47 EVENTS 

WASEINGTON, D.C., •• U.S. Rep. Steve Schiff, R-N,M., today commended the 
Secretary of the Air Force tor suppo~ting the Gener~l Accounting Office's 
(Gl\O) audit of the 1 1947 Roswell Incident• by conducting a search of the1r 
own records, Schiff 1 s oftice a.nnounosd. 

schitt, howaver, is concerned that tbe Air Force seemed to focus on 
UFOs a.nd extratarrest~ia.J. being~ and not the ~equest that th~ GAO naa been 
acting ¢n since .~pproached b¥ the Coog~essman. 

"My queetion about th~ Ai~ Force reJ;)ort is whether it provides a 
compiete acco~nting of all records dealing with the Roswell incident, 
ragardless o~ their content. That was roy spec~tic ~eq:u.est," Sohiff said, 
11 .1\.t no ti.tnr: did I o;i;- the GAO stat:~ tha.t my intent was to sea.rch ~or UFOs. 11 

Schift has asked the GAO to a~sist him in finding the existing tiles 
that relate to ~oswell and report back to him. At this time, the GA01~ 
audit, encitled· "~ecords ~n,;1.gement Pkocedures Oe~ling With Weath~r 
Balloon, Unknown Aircraft, and Similar Crash :tncidents" is ~ot complete, 

"I am hopatul that tha Air Forca 1 ! report will assist the GAO as they 
continue to work on their comprehensive ~udit," ~aid Schiff. "Similarly, I 
am confident that che profesaiona.ls at GAO wiil do their beet to provide 
the American people with a timely and well documented review of their 
findings, n 

-3 o-
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La.at fall I becaxna Aw~r• ot a strange s~ries of eve~ts 
baginning in Nw M•xioo over 4S years ago ~nd involving personn~l 
ct what w~s than the Ar111Y Air ~orco. ! h~ve sine~ reviewed the 
t~cts in ~o~e dotailt and~ II.Ill writing to ~equ.a9t your ossi•tance 
:a lU"riving ~ta dsfinit!ve explanation of whAt transpirad and 
why • . 

z In ~~i~t, accor~ing to contampor~cy newspape., wira Gervicc, 
nation~l rAdio newscast, ~nd numerouG ayewitnoss accounts, on or 
about July .3, 1~47, rancher Willi~z w. (~ac) Brazel found a la~ge 
etJnount of unu~~~l debris on property he ma.n~ged northwe~t of 
Ro$wall, N~w.Mexico, n~a.r the town of Corona. fie brought hi~ 
find to the attention ot chaves county sheritf G~org• Wilcox, who 
than contacted the Roswell ~nay Air Field, hoffla ot th• S09th ~om, 
Group (Atomic) command&~ by Colonel WillialJl H. Blanchard (who 
later b~caDe vica chief of · st~f! ot the Air Force). According to 
tastimony o! the group intelliQance otticar, Major Ja5se A. 
Marcel, he And th• eountar Intelligancm Corp~ otfictr in charge 
at the field, captain SheridAn w. Cavitt, then accompanied Mr. 
Braz~l to th& discovery sitQ. 

Marcal testitied that ha and Cavitt found an area measuring 
about three-quarcers ot a mile long ~y 200 to JOO feet wide 
d~nsely &tr•wn with 1ar9e alllount ot e:iccramely ligbtweight, 
axtre~ely at~ong naterials neither could identity. Samples of 
tha~~ ~aterials w~r• flown to Eighth Air ForcQ HaadtJUarters in 
Fort Worth, Texas; 

On July 8, a praaa r~lease announcing the tind vaQ issued by 
colonei Blanchard'a public intormation ofticer. This produced 
such a hi~h laval of pr&ss interest that, aoeor:ding to the 
AssociatQd Pre~s and a SAN ?ru\NCISCO EXA?i!NER f~ont-pa9e stoey of 
JUly 9, i947, Army Air Yorca Deputy chiQf ot Sta~~ Hoyt s. 
VAndenb~rg p•rsonally handlad media inquiries at tha Pent~on. 
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~ tew hc:i\lrs latQr, Eighth Ai~ P'oroe· Commanding Geweral Roger 
M. R"~~y told reporters in Fort worth that wh~t had b~an found in 
Haw Mtxi~0 war~ th• initially mi~idaneifie~ remains of a weathtr 
balloon ana ita Ra.vin l."ad.a:rt t$rget.. lt~C4mtly, ifl ~ittan and 
vid~ot~p~d d~pooition~, ~~ig~d!er Oeno~al Tho~a• J. DUBo~a, 
UBAF(rtt,), G•neral RAmey•s 0h1•t of £ta~~ at th• ti~~ of the 
in~i~ent 1 t~~~ifi•d t~at thw ~A11oon explana~ioft W~s a oov~r 
story. 

sim.i1arly dooumeRtad te•~i~ony 9iv•n by h numb~~ o~ Gtil1 
living and $oeminqly cr•dibl• witneo$as ·sugg$StS that, in 
addition to the oov~r stoey, f$deral authorities sought to 
inti~idat~ witne~s~s and their tamiliaa into silence. Tho~e 
alleged to have baan a\lbjectad to QUCh ihti.m.idation include 
ar~zelr hi5 $on Bill, -who says that, mor& th.An two y,ars late~, 
milit~ry authorities oonfi$e«tad bi~s of deb~is he had found and 
told him not to talk a.bout the incident; Sheriff Wil~ox and his 
wife Inaz; Glen Dannis,~ Roswell mortioi•n who p~oviaed oontraot 
service$ to aoswell AAF; ~nd the CQ-own~ra of ~oswall ~adio 
st~tion KGFL, ona ot whom has statad that he wa~ told th•ir 
bro~dcast license would ba rev0k~d if ~G~L aired an inte:rviow 
with isra.t•l. 

1-

It i$ my understanding that, to d~t~, all inquiries tb the 
Ex~outtv~ Br~nch haVQ r~sulted in ~enials o! any 'kn.owil!Klge ~~ 
racord ot this incid&nt. Y'ot it is cleAr:- that *Ollatl'lik'lg was 
recove:reid by th~ 1'.r:iny Air Force ( see th• enolosied) , and if 
ta»timony of apparently hon~5t witnesae$ is t~k~n at faca value, 
1 t saems likely to hava beiin u,01nething other- than ~ weather 
balloon and its ~edar target. Likewi~~, it i3 c1Aim6d th~t 
autho~ities took a~traordinary measures 0n the m~tter, ~eaGurea 
th~t would seem to hove ~~en unn$oe~aary in coMeotion with a 
routine ~alloon r•triavQl, 

The inconsist&ncy between repeated official denials and the 
public record and ta~timony ot those involvad hft~ !ed to~ grett 
deal ct sensational speculation and called into que~tion th6 
cr&dihility or the capartments o! Detenae, Ar-mt, ~nd the Air 
ForcQ. MbrQover, the lives ot several ot my fellow N~w Mexicans 
an~ their tami~ie~ have bean and continuw to ~a di$rupt&d ~• ~ 
result or the ineident. I beliave a full ~nd honest review and 
repor~ing ot the tacts of the cas~ would ~et-¥~ th~ intareatb ~f 
both the Unite~ stat~$ Government and affQctea citi~ens, 4n~ help 
put the matt~~ to res~ ono~ and tor All. 
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'l'h~rafore, Mr. Becretcu:y, t r•sp~c:t.:fully r•quE\st that you 
~1r8~t sueh A review b~ Yn~~~tAko~ Qn ~ p~!o~lty bAaiM ~~d that a 
repr$sentat1va or representatival ~f the D6pa~t.m~nt Qf Defanae 
ana th• reaponuibl• Military D~p~~tmenta prQmptly attAn,• to 
brief and provide me with a writtw11 ~eport providing a. currant, 
~o~pl•to, ~nd datailed description and •~planAticn of both tho 
natu~~ ot what was recovar~ and all c!!!cial actions t~k~n on 
tha matter. I hAve asked Mary Martinek, my LeqislAtive Director, 
to eoordinate·a11 act1vit1ss concerning this r•;uest, and she can 
addreaa any qu•ations you staff may have. 

Thank you, MI!. secretary, for you~ ~s~1at~n~o Wld 
cooperation. ~ 

Sincerely, 

/S/ 
Steven SC::h1ft 

S$;m2 
BnvlQaure:, (7) 
CQt The aonorabl~ JPe Skaan 
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This Is in regard to your recent letter to Seoretary Aspln regarding alleged 
events which occurred in Roswell, New Mexico, lri 1947. l, too, find these unexplained 
occurrences of great lntQrest however, these records are too otd to be available here 
at the Ptmtagon. . 

I would, therefore, recommend that you contact the National Archives for 
additional inforrnatlon as I believe Colonel Shockley has already done on your behalf, 

I regret that my response In not more favorable, but I t11.1&t you wlll find thls 
information helpful. 

Rudy de Leon ~ 
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Oe!U' ~. achlff, 

"· 

~ILis lett•~ QOnt.t.ral,4 ~ ~•ot~ng wi~h y~u on Januaey is, 
1~~4, wh~r• we disouaffd tne £~Qua of gov~ant 
accoun't.Db1lit.y llith .t'egud to t.h.e handling,. reiten:t.ion. and 
.anl:)~uqUent dtapcs1t1Qn of oft1c~al 9ovarnmsnt rtJOo&'°d• ■ 

ln ttus raqard, you ~~kQd tha ~en•r~l Accannting Ctf~ea 
to rev~ew th• policies and proc:ed~r.• Of tile Department of 
Pe!ensa, the H~tionc.\l ~hi.ve&, and o~n•~~ gava~n1ng r~eord~ 
involvinq oraah i~g1dcnt■ eimll4r to th~t r9port.ed to !U,.va 
occu.r=ed ~t Ro~w•ll, Bew Meztoo in July 1947. AS part or 
our r~vi~w, w• plan to exom.ine whether goveri=ent agencies 
adhered t0 ••t.Abliahed po1ic1as, ~uren, an~ other 
conttola 1n c11rrri1\Q" l.'l\lt. their ;i:ecm:d st8W'ordnh1p 
act..1.vit.1u. 

We have alru«.dy ):)agun preliminiJcy war:k: on thiP reVie\111, 
and e~poct to ~iTI on-~1te work at the D1!JPQZ'tMn~•of 
Def&na~ within th• naxt wa~k. WQ will keeip yo~ •nd 
youx: iJtelU udaJ:!Md (>f our prog-~ss. • 

It you have ftny qu~•~1ona, pl&aao cant~~t ~ at 
(202) 512M350(; or, 1n ~ al>sQnd$, ?l~4~e aont~c~ Gery K. 
weetQ~, Asais~ant D1rector, at (202) ~12-4603. 

' 

• 
' -~ 

p 

or, HAtiona.l 6o~ur1ty 
Analysis 


